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Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Advisory  Health  Board  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  ob- 
served by  Undertakers,  Sextons,  and  other 
persons  in  charge  of  the  Preparation  for 
Interment,  Disinterment,  and  other  dispo- 
sition of  Dead  Bodies. 

Adopted  September  28,  1933 


DEPTH  OP  GRAVES 

1.  Except  by  special  permission  from  the 
Department  of  Health  no  interment  of  any 
human  body  shall  be  made  in  any  public  or 
private  burial  ground  unless  the  distance  from 
all  parts  of  the  top  of  the  box  containing  the 
coffin  or  casket  be  at  least  five  feet  from  the 
natural  surface  of  the  ground,  except  where 
solid  rock  or  water  may  be  encountered;  then 
the  distance  from  the  top  of  the  box  contain- 
ing the  coffin  or  casket  shall  be  not  less  than 
four  feet  from  the  natural  surface  of  the 
ground:  and  with  the  further  exception  that 
stillborn  children  and  children  less  than  four 
years  of  age,  dead  of  any  disease  other  than 
anthrax,  cholera,  diphtheria,  leprosy,  smallpox, 
scarlet  fever,  tetanus,  typhoid  fever,  typhus 
fever  or  yellow  fever  shall  be  buried  at  such 
a depth  that  the  top  of  the  box  containing  the 
coffin  or  casket  be  not  less  than  three  and 
one  half  feet  from  the  natural  surface  of  the 
ground. 


PERUANENT  VATJX.TS 

2.  No  human  body  shall  be  placed  in  any 
unsealed  over-ground  va.ult  catacomb  or  other 
receptacle  above  ground  or  in  any  under-ground 
vault,  except  such  as  are  fitted  with  a stone 
covering  to  be  tightly  cemented  after  each  in- 
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terment,  unless  the  coffin  or  casRet  containing: 
the  remains  shall  be  first  permanently  and 
hermetically  sealed  in  a metal  case. 

BECEIVINCr  TAUZiTS 

Provided,  that  receiving  vaults  may  be  used 
for  the  reception  of  the  bodies  for  a period 
not  exceeding  thirty  days,  beyond  which  special 
permission  of  the  Department  of  Health  is 
required,  and  in  every  case  the  death  certifi- 
cate must  be  filed  Immediately  after  death. 

FBEFABATIOir  OF  BODIES  DEAD  OF 
CERTAIN'  DISEASES 

3.  In  the  preparation  for  burial  of  the  body 
of  any  person  who  has  died  of  Asiatic  cholera, 
bubonic  plague.  Rocky  Mountain  spotted  fever, 
smallpox,  yellow  fever,  typhus  fever,  relap,s- 
ing  fever,  leprosy,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria, 
epidemic  cerebrospinal  meningitis  or  poliom- 
yelitis, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  undertaker 
or  person  acting  as  such  to  thoroughly  dis- 
infect by  arterial  and  cavity  injection  with 
an  approved  disinfecting  fiuid,  to  wash  the 
surface  of  the  body  with  an  efficient  germi- 
cidal solution  and  to  effectually  plug  the  body 
orifices  with  absorbent  cotton.  Any  body  dead 
of  Asiatic  cholera,  bubonic  plague,  smallpox, 
yellow  fever,  typhus  fever.  Rocky  Mountain 
spotted  fever,  relapsing  fever  or  leprosy  shall 
be  placed  by  the  undertaker  or  person  acting 
as  such  within  the  coffin  or  casket  in  which 
it  is  to  be  buried  within  eight  hours  after 
being  first  called  upon  to  take  charge  of  the 
same:  provided  said  call  is  made  between  the 
hours  of  five  ante  meridian  and  eleven  post 
meridian:  otherwise,  such  body  shall  be  placed 
in  such  coffin  or  casket  within  twelve  hours: 
the  coffin  or  casket  then  to  be  closed  tightly 
and  not  again  opened  unless  permission  be 
granted  bv  the  health  authorities  for  special 
and  satisfactory  cause  shown. 

SHIFMENT  OP  BODIE^S  DEAD  OP 
CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES 

4.  The  transportation  of  such  bodies,  except 
by  hearse  or  undertaker’s  wagon  is  positively 
forbidden:  except  that  bodies  dead  of  the 
diseases  enumerated  In  this  rule  may  be 
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transported  by  a public  conveyance  or  common 
carrier  when  prepared  in  the  following  manner: 

The  bodies  shall  be  thoroughly  disinfected 
by  arterial  and  cavity  injection  with  an  ap- 
proved disinfectant  fluid  and  the  surface 
washed  with  an  efficient  germicidal  solution 
and  be  encased  in  a metal  or  metal-lined  coffin 
or  casket  and  be  hermetically  sealed,  or  if  any 
ordinary  coffin  or  casket  be  used,  the  outside 
case  enclosing  the  same  must  be  metal  or 
metal-lined  and  hermetically  sealed.  The  un- 
dertaker or  person  acting  as  such  shall  be 
responsible  for  any  violation  of  the  provisions 
of  this  section;  provided  the  body  may  be 
placed  in  a coffin  or  casket  fitted  with  a glass 
top  hermetically  sealed. 

PRIVATE  PUNERAt 

5.  All  services  held  in  connection  with  the 
funeral  of  the  body  of  a person  who  has  died 
of  any  of  the  diseases  mentioned  in  Paragraph 
3 of  this  Section  or  from  measles,  German 
measles,  mumps,  chicken  pox,  whooping  cough 
or  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis  shall  be  private 
and  the  attendance  thereat  shall  include  only 
the  immediate  adult  relatives  of  the  deceased 
who  may  not  at  the  time  be  under  absolute 
quarantine  restrictions  and  the  necessary 
number  of  adult  pall-bearers  and  any  adver- 
tisement of  such  death  shall  state  that  services 
and  interment  are  private  and  that  only  im- 
mediate adult  members  of  the  family  not 
under  absolute  quarantine  at  the  time  shall 
be  permitted  to  attend  either. 

BODY  NOT  TO  BE  TAKEN  INTO  PUBIrIC 
BUIIiDING- 

6.  The  body  of  any  person  who  has  died  of 
any  of  the  diseases  mentioned  or  comprehended 
in  paragraphs  3 and  5 shall  in  no  instance 
be  taken  into  any  church,  chapel,  public  hall, 
or  public  building  for  the  holding  of  funeral 
services.  The  undertaker  or  person  acting  as 
such  and  the  sexton,  janitor,  or  other  person 
having  control  of  such  church,  chapel,  public 
hall,  or  public  building,  shall  be  responsible  for 
any  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  section. 
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comrcYAirci:  at  funebaz. 

7.  No  undertaker  or  person  acting  as  such 
at  the  funeral  or  burial  of  the  body  of  a per- 
son who  has  died  of  any  of  the  diseases  men- 
tioned In  paragraphs  3 and  5 shall  furnish 
or  provide  for  such  funeral  or  burial  more  than 
the  necessary  number  of  conveyances  for  such 
adult  relatives  as  are  mentioned  in  paragraph 
5 and  pall-bearers,  and  all  such  conveyances 
shall  be  disinfected  at  such  time  and  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  directed  and  required  by  the 
health  authorities:  nor  shall  such  body  be  con- 
veyed from  any  dwelling  or  other  building  or 
place  to  any  cemetery  or  other  point  or  place, 
except  in  a hearse  or  other  vehicle  used  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  corpses  only,  or  in  such 
vehicles  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  health 
authorities  and  under  such  reguiations  as  they 
may  in  any  case  adopt. 

SHIPMENT  OF  BODIES  DEAD  OF  NON- 
CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES 

8.  The  body  of  any  person  dead  of  a non- 
contagious  disease  shall  not  be  removed  from 
the  registration  district  in  which  death 
occurred  by  Public  conveyance  or  common 
carrier  except  under  the  following  conditions ; 

First,  when  the  remains  have  been  thorough- 
ly embalmed  and  disinfected  or  when  shipped 
to  such  a point  as  can  be  reached  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  death,  they  shall  be 
placed  in  a casket  or  coffin  and  the  said  casket 
or  coffin  shall  be  encased  in  a strong  outer  box 
made  of  good  sound  lumber  not  less  than 
seven-eights  of  an  inch  thick — a substantial 
constructed  case;  every  outside  case  holding 
any  dead  body  offered  for  transportation  by 
common  carrier  shall  bear  at  least  four  handles 
two  on  each  side  and  when  over  five  feet  sjx 
inches  in  length,  shall  bear  six  handles,  or  in 
lieu  thereof,  an  approved  metal  shipping  case 

Second,  when  the  bodies  are  not  embalmed 
or  the  destination  cannot  be  reached  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  death,  the  coffin,  casket 
or  outside  case  must  be  metal  or  metal-lined 
and  hermetically  sealed. 
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trNDEBTAKEB’S  ATPIBAVIT 

9.  The  undertaker  will  he  held  resnonsible 
for  the  execution  of  the  foreg'oing'  rules  and 
must  present  an  affidavit  as  to  the  facts  to  the 
local  reeistrar  of  the  district  in  which  death 
occurred  on  the  official  forms  prepared  for  this 
purpose,  before  receiving  a removal  permit  for 
said  body. 

TRANSFERS  OF  BODIES  IN  TRANSIT 

10.  When  it  may  become  necessary  to  trans- 
fer dead  bodies  in  transit  from  one  railway 
train  to  another,  or  from  one  railroad  station 
to  another,  or  from  railroad  station  to  ferry 
the  affidavit  of  undertaker  and  permit  of  the 
local  registrar  accompanying  the  remains  from 
point  of  original  shipment  shall  in  all  cases 
be  sufficient  authority  for  such  transfer. 

DISINTERMENTS 

11.  No  dead  body  shall  be  removed  from  its 
place  of  original  interment  except  under  the 
following  conditions: 

No  dead  body  shall  be  disinterred  except  a 
permit  for  the  same  be  issued  by  the  local 
registrar  of  the  district  in  which  the  disinter- 
ment is  made.  The  per.son  making  the  appli- 
cation shall  present  to  the  local  registrar  the 
correct  name,  date  of  death  and  cause  of  death 
for  the  body  to  be  disinterred. 

Disinterment  permits  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  sexton  or  other  person  in  charge  of  burial 
grounds  in  which  the  disinterments  are  to  be 
made  and  be  by  him  returned  to  the  local 
registrar  on  Saturday  of  each  week. 

All  disinterment  permits  shall  be  void  after 
the  expiration  of  seventy-two  hours  from  the 
date  of  issue  and  no  disinterment  shall  be 
made  between  sunset  and  sunrise. 

The  transportation  by  public  conveyance  or 
common  carrier  of  any  disinterred  body  is 
positively  forbidden  except  the  coffin  or  casket 
containing  the  same  be  metal  or  metal-lined 
ajid  hermetically  sealed  or  the  outside  case 
containing  the  same  be  metal-lined  and  her- 
metically sealed. 
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No  disinterment  of  any  body  dead  of  small- 
pox, anthrax,  Asiatic  cholera,  relapsing  fever, 
yellow  fever,  epidemic  cerebrospinal  meningitis 
or  cerebrospinal  fever,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria 
or  membranous  croup,  shall  be  made  within 
one  year  from  the  dale  of  the  original  burial 
of  the  same,  without  the  special  permission 
of  the  Department  of  Health,  and  the  graves 
containing  the  bodies  dead  of  the  above  named 
diseases  shall  not  be  opened  for  any  purpose 
within  one  year  from  the  date  of  original 
burial,  without  the  special  permission  of  the 
Department  of  Health. 

The  remains  of  any  dead  body  shall  not  be 
exposed  to  view  after  disinterment  without  the 
special  permission  of  the  Department  of 
Health. 

An  affidavit  as  to  the  facts  in  the  case  must 
be  presented  by  the  undertaker  in  charge,  to 
the  local  registrar  of  the  district  in  which  the 
disinterment  is  made  and  from  which  the  body 
is  to  be  transported,  who  will  issue  a proper 
permit  therefor,  and  no  disinterred  body  shall 
be  transported  without  such  permit. 

TTNSEBTAKES  RENTING  BUGS,  ETC., 
EOBBIBDEN 

12.  No  undertaker  or  person  or  persons  act- 
ing in  the  capacity  of  undertaker  or  funeral 
director,  or  any  other  person,  shall  rent  or 
temporarily  furnish  any  carpet,  rug,  drapery, 
clothing  or  artificial  flowers  at  a funeral  of 
any  person  dead  of  tuberculosis,  erysipelas 
or  any  disease  declared  quarantinable  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  the  Advisory  Health 
Board. 

FENAETY 

13.  Every  person  who  violates  any  order  or 
regulation  of  the  Department  of  Health,  or 
who  resists  or  interferes  with  any  officer  or 
agent  thereof  in  the  performance  of  his  duties 
in  accordance  with  the  regulations  and  orders 
of  the  Department  of  Health  shall  upon  con- 
viction thereof  in  a summary  proceeding  before 
a justice  of  the  peace,  alderman  or  magistrate 
of  the  county  wherein  such  violation  or  offense 
is  committed  be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  of  not 
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less  than  ten  ($10.00)  dollars  and  costs  nor 
more  than  fifty  ($50.00)  dollars  and  costs,  such 
hne  to  be  paid  to  the  county  in  which  the 
violation  or  offense  is  committed.  In  default 
of  payment  of  such  fine  and  costs  the  offender 
snail  be  sentenced  to  be  confined  in  the  proper 
county  jail  for  a period  of  thirty  days. 

D Approved  7th  day  of  April,  A. 


Attest: 


Theodore  B.  Appel,  M.  D. 

Secretary  of  Health. 


Clinton  T.  Williams, 

Secretary  to  the  Advisory  Health  BoarjJ. 


Approved,  September  28,  1933. 


